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BACK  ISSUES  FOR  SALE 


The  following  issues  of  RAG  PICKER  are  available  to  mem- 

bers  at  $1.00  each.  No  other 

issues 

are  available.  Write  to 

Sec.- 

-Treas. 

1966. 

. .Vol.  1.  . . . 

. . . No.  1,2,  3,  4 

1973. 

. .Vol.  VIII. 

No.  6 

1967. 

. .Vol.  II 

....  No.  2,  3,  4 

1974. 

. .Vol.  IX. 

No.  1,2,  3,4,  5,  6 

1968. 

. .Vol.  III.  . . 

. . . No.  1,2,  3,  4 

1975. 

. .Vol.  X . . 

. . No.  1 3, 4,  5,  6 

1969. 

. .Vol.  IV  . . 

. . . No.  1,2,  3,  4 

1976. 

..Vol.  XI. 

No.  1,2,3,  4,  5,6 

1970. 

. .Vol.  V.  . . 

. . . No.  1,2,  3,  4 

1977. 

..Vol.  XII 

No,  1,2,3, 4,  5,6 

PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE 

We  are  approaching  election  time  for  PMCM!  A list  of  qualified  candi- 
dates have  -been  nominated  from  which  you  are  being  asked  to  choose 
your  officers  for  the  next  year.  Please  give  careful  thought  in  making  your 
selection. 

I was  the  first  president  of  the  Paper  Money  Collectors  of  Michigan  and 
served  as  president  for  our  first  three  years.  I was  elected  as  president 
again  in  1978  and  my  term  is  up  in  November.  It  is  with  a heavy  heart  that  I 
announce  that  I will  not  be  a candidate  for  any  office  in  the  November  elec- 
tion. At  this  time  I thank  those  who  have  nominated  me  for  another  term. 
During  my  years  of  service  I have  seen  our  organization  grow  from  a char- 
ter membership  of  154  to  what  it  is  today.  We  now  have  members 
throughout  the  world.  I will  remain  on  the  Board  and  will  continue  to  serve 
PMCM  in  any  way  I can.  I have  truly  enjoyed  my  years  of  service  and  have 
made  many  fine  friends  among  the  paper  money  collectors  and  I am  grate- 
ful for  the  support  you  have  given  me.  My  sincere  thanks  goes  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  PMCM  and  a special  thanks  to  Bob  and  Yvonne  Ryder  for  tak- 
ing over  the  secretary-ship  and  editor's  position.  They  have  done  a super 
Job!  I hope  to  see  you  all  at  the  Convention  in  November! 

P.  H.  Jim  Frans 

*********************************************** 


- WANTED:  PENNA.  NATIONAL  BANK  NOTES 

From  the  following  cities  or  towns,  large  or  small  size,  any  charter  period 


148  West  Chester 
272  Norristown 
312  Media 
332  Chester 
355  Chester 
338  Dowingtown 
552  West  Chester 
1 148  Norristown 
2526  Kennett  Square 
2851  Norristown 


2857  West  Chester 
2904  Chester 
3666  Media 
3766  Bryn  Mawr 
3067  Quarryville 
6275  Clifton  Heights 
6654  Chester 
7193  Swarthmore 
2671  Conshohocken 
8045  Quarryville 


8646  Dowingtown 
9905  Ardmore 
10847  Ridley  Park 
12358  Paoli 
12504  Wayne 
14122  Clifton  Heights 
13151  Lansdowne 
13196  Highland  Park 


ALEX  PERAKIS  - PMCM  1943 

P.O.  Box  931 , Media  PA  19063 

Call  Day  215-839-3900  Evenings  215-566-5981 


MONEY  IN  THE  YEAR  1865 
Submitted  by  Jim  Frans 

"Put  money  in  thy  purse,"  was  the  crafty  advice  of  lago;  and  from  time 
past  memory  the  world  has  adopted  and  acted  on  this  happy  suggestion. 
Not  that  in  the  'guinea's  stamp',  in  itself  considered,  there  is  hidden  any 
such  talismanic  virtue,  but  simply  because  society  has  adopted  the  piece 
of  stamped  metal  as  its  most  convenient  medium  for  facilitating  ex- 
changes. 

The  oxen  with  which  Diomede  paid  for  his  armor,  the  iron  currency  of 
Sparta,  the  belt  wampum  of  the  North  American  Indian,  answered  the 
same  purpose  as  do  now  the  bank-bill  or  the  gold  eagle. 

As  individual  wants  become  more  varied  and  numerous,  the  necessity 
for  a convenient  circulating  medium,  not  as  property,  but  as  the  represen- 
tative of  property,  becomes  correspondingly  great;  and  as  the  result  of  this 
advanced  civilization,  we  see  the  whole  machinery  of  Government,  every 
department  of  society,  working  by  means  of  these  forces,  so  insignificant 
in  themselves  - Guineas,  Eagles,  Dollars.  These  constitute  in  themselves 
the  Trinity  in  which  all  believe.  None  are  so  incredulous  as  to  doubt  the 
mission  of  money;  none  repudiate  the  "Almighty  Dollar". 

Nor  can  it  be  regarded  as  extravagant  to  say  that  the  whole  fabric  of 
society,  and  of  national  and  individual  opulence,  resting  as  it  does  to  so 
great  an  extent  on  this  metallic  and  paper  basis,  will  stand  securely  only  so 
long  as  confidence  exists  in  the  purity  and  substantiality  of  that  basis. 

The  objections  to  a purely  'hard  money'  or  metallic  circulating  medium 
which  so  readily  suggest  themselves  to  every  business  man,  have  given 
increased  importance  to  banks  and  bank-bills,  and  accordingly,  by  an  al- 
most universal  custom,  bank-bills  are  received  and  treated  as  money,  in 
the  business  of  life,  in  the  making  of  exchange,  and  in  all  the  details  of  a 
business  community. 

The  commanding  importance  of  moneyed  institutions,  in  their  relations 
to  modern  society,  justify  the  observation  of  a distinguished  American 
critic,  that  as  temples  were  the  banks  of  Greece,  banks  are  the  temples  of 
America.  The  chief  objection  which  is  made,  or  can  be  made  to  a paper 
currency,  is  the  facility  with  which,  in  the  present  state  of  engraving,  the  is- 
sues of  banks  may  be  counterfeited  or  altered. 

The  extent  to  which  'bills'  are  received,  and  the  frequency  of  counter- 
feited or  altered  bills,  justify,  as  it  seems,  the  publication  of  the  system  of 
rules  given  in  the  following  pages  for  the  detection  of  frauds  in  these  par- 
ticulars. It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  circulation  at  the  present  time  near- 
ly four  thousand  counterfeit  or  fraudulent  bills  upon  banks  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 


ANCIENT  MONEY 

Before  the  invasion  of  Julius  Caesar,  the  natives  of  England  had  tin 
plates  and  rings  which  were  received  as  money.  On  the  authority  of 
Seneca,  a curious  account  is  given,  where  leather,  appropriately  stamped 
to  give  it  a certain  legal  character,  was  the  only  current  money.  At  a com- 
paratively recent  date  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  Frederick  the  Second,  at  the 
siege  of  Milan,  actually  paid  his  troops  in  leather  money.  Nearly  the  same 
circumstance  occurred  in  England  during  the  great  wars  of  the  barons. 

The  crown  of  Queen  Philippa,  which  had  been  pawned  at  Cologne  for 
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two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  was  redeemed  by  sending  over  three 
hundred  and  thirty-four  sacks  of  wool.  In  the  course  of  1250,  King  John,  for 
the  ransom  of  his  royal  person,  promised  to  pay  Edward  III,  of  England, 
three  million  gold  crowns.  In  order  to  fulfill  the  obligation  he  was  reduced 
to  the  mortifying  necessity  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  palace  in  leather 
money,  in  the  center  of  each  piece  being  a bright  point  of  silver.  In  that 
reign  is  found  the  origin  of  the  travestied  honor  of  boyhood  called  'confer- 
ring a leather  medal'.  The  imposing  ceremonies  accompanying  a presenta- 
tion gave  full  force,  dignity,  and  value  to  a leather  jewel,  which  nobelmen 
were  probably  proud  and  grateful  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  Majesty. 

As  late  as  1574,  there  was  an  immense  issue  of  money  in  Holland,  stam- 
ped on  small  sheets  of  pasteboard.  But  farther  back  in  the  vista  of  years, 
Numa  Pompilius,  the  second  king  of  Rome,  who  reigned  six  hundred  and 
twenty-two  years  before  the  Christian  era,  made  money  out  of  wood  as 
well  as  leather. 

Both  gold  and  silver  appear  to  have  been  in  extensive  circulation  in 
Egypt  soon  after  their  potency  was  understood  in  Asia.  Then  they  were  in- 
troduced into  Carthage  and  Greece,  and  finally,  travelling  farther  and  far- 
ther in  a westerly  direction,  Rome  discovered  the  importance  of  legalizing 
their  circulation  as  money. 

Weight  having  always  been  of  the  first  importance  in  early  times,  the 
shape  of  money  appears  to  have  been  a matter  of  perfect  indifference  for  a 
series  of  years.  When  the  small  pieces  or  portions  of  metal  received  as 
precious  were  extensively  circulated,  it  is  quite  probable  that  each  person 
shaped  them  to  suit  his  own  convenience,  as  is  practiced  to  some  extent  at 
this  time  in  remote  portions  of  the  East  Indies.  There  the  payer  cuts  off  par- 
ts with  shears,  till  he  obtains  by  exact  weight  the  stipulated  price.  It  was 
thus  that  men  travelled  with  the  evidence  of  their  possessions  in  a sack. 
But  great  inconvenience  must  have  resulted  from  this  often  tedious  pro- 
cess, and  as  nations  advanced  in  civilization  and  the  economic  arts,  a cer- 
tain mark  or  impression  on  pieces  of  certain  size  caused  them  to  be  ac- 
knowledged each  as  the  representative  of  a certain  sum  of  money.  This 
facilitated  negotiations,  and  afterward  led  to  further  improvements  both  in 
the  shape,  weight,  and  beauty  of  the  external  devices.  The  custom  which 
has  prevailed  for  a long  series  of  years,  in  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  of 
stamping  the  medallion  likeness  of  the  reigning  sovereign  on  the  coin 
newly  issued,  enables  us  to  read  the  history  of  thier  successive  dynasties 
in  the  faces  on  the  national  currency.  So  that  the  ''stamped  metal"  an- 
swers a twofold  purpose.  The  "guinea's  stamp"  becomes  a history  in  it- 
self, which,  as  Hood  sings; 

" — Even  its  minted  coins  express; 

Now  stamped  with  the  image  of  good  Queen  Bess, 

And  now  of  a bloody  Mary." 

CONTINENTAL  MONEY 

Money  as  well  as  patriotism  is  needed  for  the  defense  of  any  country.  In 
the  contest  which  established  American  Independence,  patriotism  was  not 
lacking,  but  the  money,  in  many  instances,  was  lamentably  deficient.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States  experienced  great  difficulty  in  providing  the 
requisite  means  for  carrying  on  hostilities,  and,  to  supply  this  want.  May 
10th,  1775,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Congress  made  preparations 


to  issue  three  millions  of  Continental  Paper,  two  millions  of  which  was  put 
in  circulation  on  June  22  the  following  year. 

When  first  issued,  this  money  was  everywhere  at  par,  and  proved  of 
great  utility  to  the  army  and  country  generally.  In  1790,  when  nearly  three 
millions  had  been  issued,  it  began  to  depreciate.  Rumors  gained  circulation 
that  Congress  would  not  redeem  these  bills,  which,  although  promptly 
denied,  caused  great  loss  to  holders.  Forty  dollars  of  this  money  would 
bring  but  one  of  gold  or  silver,  and  the  evil  was  aggravated  by  inadequate 
remedies. 

"The  paper,"  says  Lossing,  "at  its  nominal  value,  was  made  a legal  ten- 
der for  all  debts,  and  by  this  measure,  which  Washington  deeply  deplored, 
many  creditors,  both  public  and  private,  were  defrauded,  but  no  perma- 
nent relief  could  be  afforded,  for  confidence  was  destroyed.  As  the  articles 
furnished  the  army,  like  all  others,  rose  to  an  enormous  nominal  value, 
Congress  very  injudiciously  fixed  a maximum  price  above  which  the  ar- 
ticles to  be  purchased  should  not  be  received.  The  consequence  was  that 
at  this  stipulated  rate  none  could  be  got;  and  the  army  would  assuredly 
have  perished,  had  not  this  absurd  regulation  been  speedily  recinded." 

These  issued  continued  to  depreciate  until  eventually  they  became  en- 
tirely valueless,  and  many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  were 
ruined,  and  themselves  and  their  families  were  reduced  to  beggary. 

(To  be  continued,  next  issue) 


*********************************************** 

*1.00  FRN's  WANTED 

I need  the  following  M .00  FRN's  with  the  last  two  numbers  as  shown.  I 
will  pay  $1 .20  each  for  the  regular  notes  and  $1 .35  each  for  the  stars. 


1969D 

1969D 

1974 

1974 

AB  98 

GD  98 

BF  44 

GB  98 

00 

cr> 

* 

CO 

H*  98 

BH  44 

GC  13,  20,  39 

BB  45 

HB  98 

D*  13,20,  39 

GC  40,  41, 45 

CB  98 

1*  94 

D*  41,43,44 

GC  72,  98 

CC  98 

JB  98 

D*  45 

GE  13,  20,  39 

DB  98 

K*  98 

DB  72 

GE  45,  98 

EA  13 

KB  98 

E*  39,41,44 

H*  44,  45,  94 

EC  45,  98 

1974 

E*  45,  72 

HB  72 

ED  98 

A*  43,  44,  45 

EA  44 

j*  44,94,  98 

FB  45 

A*  94,  98 

ED  44,  72 

JA  98,  99 

FC  45 

B*  13,43,44 

EE  44 

JB  98 

FD  98 

B*  72 

FA  72 

K*  44 

GA  45 

BA  72 

FC  45 

KA  11,33,34 

GC  45,  98 

BE  44,  98 

GA  72 

LD  72 

I also  will  buy  bank  packs  of  1974  star  notes  from  districts  D,  E,  H,  J and 
1977  star  notes  from  districts  A,  C,  D,  E,  G at  $1 15.00  per  pack. 

Please  send  for  free  Want  List  of  earlier  $ 1 00  FRN's  by  end  numbers. 
Paying  60%  of  O'Donnell  catalog  for  most  earlier  notes  that  I need.  Post- 
age will  be  reimbursed  with  list. 

DICK  MARK 

P.O.  BOX  318R,  CLIFTON  PARK,  NY  12065 

*********************************************** 
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FEDERAL  RESERVE  NOTE  EXCHANGE  LIST 
Chairman:  I.  L.  Grtdeman 
P.O.  Box  164 
Monroe,  Ml  48161 

Your  exchange  list  is  open  to  all  members  in  good  standing  (dues  Must 
be  paid),  who  would  care  to  help  their  fellow  members  as  well  as  them- 
selves, exchange  current  FRN's.  It  affords  all  a means  of  securing  notes 
from  all  twelve  districts.  If  you  would  like  to  be  added  to  your  exchange 
list,  drop  me  a note,  at  address  listed  above,  requesting  application. 
DON'T  WRITE  TO  OUR  EDITOR,  this  only  delays  your  request  and  makes 
additional  work  for  him.  Deadline  for  all  copy  is  the  15th  of  Nov.  in  the 
Nov. -Dec.  issue. 

The  following  PMCM  members  will  exchange  current  FRN's  they  have 
available  at  face,  plus  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope. 


DISTRICT  A - BOSTON 

G Zaverella 
Stanley  G.  Ryckman 
Nick  L.  Imbriglio 

DISTRICT  B- NEW  YORK 


137  Locksley  Rd.  Lynnfield,  Mass.  01940 
P.O.  Box  330,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02138 
P.O.  Box  399,  Oakhurst,  N.J.  07755 


Jules  Korman 
Mike  Robelin  - $1  8 $2 
Nick  L.  Imbriglio 
Robert  Thiel 

DISTRICT  C- PHILADELPHIA 


345  Eigth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001 
P.O.  Box  138,  Commack,  N.Y.  11725 
P.O.  Box  399,  Oakhurst,  N.J.  07755 
1733  Victor-Holcomb  Rd.,  Victor,  NY  14564 


Mitchell  Hrynyshen 

Wayne  W.  Moser  - $1  8-  $2 
Albert  K.  Dole 
Nick  L.  Imbriglio 

DISTRICT  D- CLEVELAND 

Joseph  T.  Sobeck 

Roy  Blankenship 

Mark  J.  Wojton 
James  J.  Morris  - $1  & $5 
Paula  Zielski  - $1  & $5 


2125  Westminster  Dr.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
19810 

P.O.  Box  4123,  Trenton,  N.J.  08620 
330  W.  5th  St.,  Lewiston,  PA  17044 
P.O.  Box  399,  Oakhurst,  N.J.  07755 


245  Roosevelt  Ave.,  McKees  Rocks,  PA 
15136 

2334  Kemper  Lane,  No.  5,  Cincinnati 
OH  45206 

114  Hillsdale  Ave.,  Pitcarin,  PA  15140 
3791  East  Broad  St.,  Columbus,  OH  43231 
4428  Woodrow  Ave.,  Parma,  OH  44134 


DISTRICT  E- RICHMOND 

James  W.  Seville 
David  Womack 
Ellis  G.  Kuykendall 

John  G.  Cargill  - $1,  $2,  $5 
Charles  Higgins  - $1  8 $5 
William  Schaffer 
George  W.  Hackney 


Box  866,  Statesville,  N.C.  28677 
620-74th  St.,  Newport  News,  VA  23605 
923  Jamestown  Rd.,  Colonial  Heights, 

VA  23834 

9 - 5 Copeley  Hill,  Charlottesville,  VA  22903 
P.O.  Box  952,  Rutherfordton,  N.C.  28139 
2030  Featherbed  Ln.,  Baltimore,  MD  21207 
2715  10th  Street  NW,  Roanoke,  VA  24012 


DISTRICT  F- ATLANTA 


John  H.  Morris 
0.  K.  Hamilton 
Clyde  S.  Bensey 
Robert  Azpiazu  - $1  8-  $5 
Mrs.  Jill  Emerson  - $1  8 $5 
Homer  Grehl 
Mr.  Lawrence 
Frank  Bennett 
DISTRICT  G- CHICAGO 

H.  Pierre 
Richard  0.  Kriss 
Joseph  J.  Newman 

David  A.  Prentice 
R.  B.  Cook  - $1  8 $2 
Thomas  M.  Flynn 
Ralph  J.  Schultz 

DISTRICT  H-  ST.  LOUIS 


411  Woodland  Dr.,  Homewood,  Ala.  35209 
P.O.  Box  1004,  Tucker,  GA  30084 
P.O.  Box  457,  Harriman,  TN  37748 
P.O.  Box  1433,  Hialeah,  FL  3301 1 
1325  Lake  Colony  Dr.,  Marietta  GA  30067 
P.O.  Box  1153,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33302 
Box  11262,  Nashville,  TN  37211 
P.O.  Box  8153,  Coral  Springs,  FL  33065 


7948  W.  Davis  St.,  Morton  Grove,  IL  60053 
1914  Fairfield,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46804 
McDonnell  Tower,  Apt.  105,  24400  Civic 
Center  Dr.,  Southfield,  Ml  48706 
709  Gun  River  Ct.,  Plainwell  Ml  49080 
8283  Republic,  Warren,  Ml  48089 
East  12th  St.,  Dubuque  IA  52001 
P.O.  Box 421,  Bensenville,  IL  60106 


Nathan  Goldstein  II 
Michael  A.  Crabb  - $1  8 $5 
Gregory  L.  McNeal 
DISTRICT  I -MINNEAPOLIS 


P.O.  Box  36,  Greenville  Miss.  38702 
P.O.  Box  17871,  Memphis,  TN  381 17 
4236  Park  Forest  Dr.,  Memphis,  TN  38138 


Robert  Graham  3417  Texas  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55426 

DISTRICT  J- KANSAS  CITY 


L.  L.  Bradley 
DISTRICT  K- DALLAS 


c/o  The  Bee's  Inc.,  Box  45,  Marlow,  OK 
73055 


G.  F.  Sims  - $1  8 $5 
Joe  L.  Compton 
Hirsh  N.  Schwartz 
Thomas  C.  Bain 
J.T.  "Tommy”  Wills- $1 , $5 


P.O.  Box  692,  Winters,  TX  79567 
2314  Blue  Water  Lane,  Houston,  TX  77018 
P.O.  Box  1,  Schulenburg,  TX  78956 
3717  Marquette  Dr.,  Dallas,  TX  75225 
P.O.  Box  77,  Woodlands,  TX  77373 


DISTRICT  L - SAN  FRANCISCO 


E.  Harold  Langdon 


1938  Waverly  St.,  Napa,  CA  94558 


WANTED:  ONE  DOLLAR  HIGH  SERIES  NOTES  9984/9999  to  com- 
plete my  sets.  CU  or  Circulated  Note  - 1 need  1969-B  Series  Block  L-A.  CU 
NOTES  ONLY,  I need  1969-B  Series  Blocks  B-B,  B-C,  1969-  D Series 
Blocks  B-A,  B-D,  G-B,  G-C,  L-B,  and  1974  Series  Blocks  A-B,  B-C,  B-D, 
B-E,  B-F,  F-A,  G-C,  J-A,  L-D  I also  need  TWO  DOLLAR  1976  Series  Blocks 
B4480/4928A  and  B4928/6720A.  I will  buy  or  trade. 

MIKE  SPIELMANN,  525  - 2nd  Ave.,  S.E.,  Dyersville,  Iowa  52040 
*********************************************** 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dear  Editor: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  get  the  response  of  the  "Small  Size  Block 
Collector". 

At  the  last  paper  money  show,  put  on  by  the  Memphis  Coin  Club  in 
Memphis,  several  of  my  trade  friends  expressed  that  they  had  a good  time, 
but  they  thought  that  the  show  had  more  to  offer  the  national  collector,  the 
foreign  collector,  the  obsolete  collector,  and  the  confederate  collector. 
They  thought  that  something  was  needed  to  attract  the  small  size  block 
collector.  I had  to  agree  with  them.  Myself  being  a small  size  block  collec- 
tor, I spent  more  time  in  the  lobby  and  in  friends'  rooms  trading  notes  than 
on  the  floor  buying  notes. 

With  this  in  mind,  I tried  to  think  of  things  that  would  be  more  interest- 
ing to  the  small  size  block  collector.  Two  ideas  came  to  me  right  away.  The 
first  was  to  have  more  dealers  set  up  at  the  show  which  specialize  in  small 
size  notes.  This  would  be  great,  but  how  do  you  get  them  to  pay  the  table 
rent  when  the  past  three  shows  have  not  been  too  good  for  them.  Al- 
though I don't  think  they  went  home  unhappy,  the  traffic  was  just  not  look- 
ing for  what  they  had. 

The  second  idea  was  to  have  a swap  meet.  That  is,  to  have  a time  set, 
say  Saturday  afternoon,  for  all  those  who  collected  blocks  to  get  together 
in  a designated  place,  say  one  of  the  meeting  rooms,  and  trade  or  buy 
notes  from  other  block  collectors.  Everyone  could  bring  their  extra  notes 
and  their  want  list. 

The  second  idea  probably  has  more  merit,  but  I would  like  to  have  your 
opinion  and  any  other  suggestions  you  may  have.  After  I receive  your 
comments,  I will  take  the  matter  to  the  general  membership  of  the  Mem- 
phis Coin  Club  for  their  response. 

I know  next  year's  show  will  be  bigger  and  better  than  the  last,  but 
hopefully  with  your  help,  it  will  also  be  better  for  the  small  size  block  col- 
lector. 

Gregory  L.  McNeal 
4236  Park  Forest  Drive 
Memphis,  Tennessee  38138 
PMCM  No.  1566 


*****CURRENCY  MAIL  AUCTION***** 

NATIONALS  - TYPE  - OBSOLETE  - ERROR 
If  you  have  not  received  our  first  list  please  send  a large 
SASE  for  the  first  time  - CONSIGNMENT S WELCOMED 

HALL'S  CURRENCY  CENTER 

P.O.  Box  33,  Susquehanna,  PA  18847 
We  Also  Buy  Pre-1920  POSTCARDS,  singles  or  albums 
(Scenic,  Advertising,  Greeting,  Disaster,  Trains,  Railroad  and  others) 
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A TOUR  AMONG  THE  GREENBACKS  IN  1873 

(Continued  from  July-August  issue) 

Others  are  addressed  to  the  assistant  treasurers  and  depositaries  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  used  in  the  government  disbursements.  Perhaps  one 
of  them  has  telegraphed  that  an  unexpected  demand  has  been  made  upon 
him,  and  that  funds  must  be  sent  at  once,  and  a remittance  has  been  pre- 
pared with  all  haste,  that  it  may  reach  him  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
and  save  the  government  paper,  drawn  on  him  from  protest.  Sometimes 
during  the  war  it  happened  that  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  respond  as 
promptly  as  now  to  requests  of  this  kind.  We  have  been  told  that  this  was 
the  case  several  times  with  the  urgent  requests  of  the  assistant  treasurer  at 
Boston.  And  did  the  government  paper  go  to  protest?  Not  a bit  of  it.  One  of 
the  national  banks  of  that  noble  city,  representing  the  solid  men  of  Boston, 
came  to  the  rescue  and  proffered  the  embarrassed  assistant  manager 
every  dollar  which  it  could  spare  for  the  use  of  the  government  in  its  need, 
freely  and  without  price,  until  sufficient  funds  could  be  sent  from  elsewhere 

Much  of  the  money  contained  in  the  packages  which  we  see  on  the  ele- 
vator is  going  out  to  replace  that  which  has  been  retired  and  has  been 
brought  to  Washington  for  destruction  and  exchange  for  new.  The  new 
currency  is  transmitted  by  Adams  Express  Company  under  a contract  with 
the  government,  which  accounts  for  the  location  of  the  office  of  its  agent 
in  the  Treasury  building.  This  arrangement  is  mutually  advantageous;  to 
the  Express  Company,  because  it  has  the  monopoly  of  the  vast  amount  of 
money  transportation  business  of  the  government;  and  to  the  government, 
because  the  rates  under  the  contract  are  much  lower  than  those  which  it 
would  otherwise  have  been  compelled  to  pay,  being  but  twenty-five  cents 
for  each  thousand  dollars  transported  between  any  two  points  on  the  lines 
of  Adams  Express  Company,  and  sixty  cents  for  the  same  amount  be- 
tween a point  on  the  lines  of  Adams  Express  Company  and  a point  on  the 
lines  of  another  express  company,  - or  from  one-fortieth  to  one-sixteenth 
of  one  per  cent. 

Having  followed  the  new  currency  through  the  Treasury  from  its  receipt 
from  the  printer  to  its  delivery  to  the  express  company,  by  which  it  will  be 
speedily  borne  away  to  places  where  it  will  be  put  into  circulation,  let  us 
now  repair  to  the  redemption  division,  on  the  basement  floor,  and  see  in 
what  condition  the  clean,  inviting  notes  which  we  have  just  been  inspect- 
ing return  home  again.  Very  much  in  the  condition  of  the  prodigal  son,  we 
shall  find  - filthy,  tattered,  and  generally  demoralized,  and  giving  strong 
evidence  of  companionship,  if  not  with  swine,  with  men  whose  filthiness 
renders  them  deserving  of  the  name.  We  are  told  at  the  start,  that  the  nec- 
essities of  the  government  having  compelled  it  to  resort  to  the  issue  of 
paper  money,  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  have  felt  bound  to  provide  am- 
ple facilities  for  its  redemption,  and  for  keeping  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try in  as  good  a condition  as  practicable.  To  this  end,  they  have  establish- 
ed regulations  providing  for  the  transportation  to  the  Treasurer  by  express, 
at  the  expense  of  the  government,  for  redemption,  of  all  currency  which 
the  holders  think  ought  to  be  redeemed,  provided  they  send  it  in  proper 
amounts,  and  for  the  return  in  like  manner  of  new  currency,  in  its  stead. 
These  liberal  facilities  are  provided,  not  only  because  clean,  new  notes  are 
desirable  in  themselves,  but  as  a means  of  preventing  the  circulation  of 
counterfeits.  Experience  has  proved  that  if  a note  is  clean  and  fresh  from 


the  printer's  hands,  with  every  line  and  shade  distinct,  it  is  a comparatively 
easy  matter  to  determine  whether  it  is  genuine  or  counterfeit.  But  if  it  is 
worn,  dirty  and,  especially,  greasy,  and  the  finer  lines  are  thus  obscured, 
the  difficulty  of  correctly  deciding  as  to  its  character  is  greatly  increased. 
This  is  especially  the  case  with  notes  which  have  a large  number  of  fine 
lines  and  a great  deal  of  pictorial  engraving  upon  them,  it  having,  been 
found  that  counterfeits  of  such  notes  are  much  more  easily  made  and  cir- 
culated than  of  notes  upon  which  the  lines  are  more  open  and  the  engrav- 
ing less  crowded.  It  is  a common  practice  with  counterfeiters  and 
"shovers"  of  counterfeit  money,  to  soil  and  rumple  their  counterfeit  money 
before  attempting  to  pass  them,  so  as  to  give  them  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  in  circulation  a long  time.  So  we  shall  find  that  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  fractional  notes  which  we  see  in  the  redemption  division,  are 
less  soiled  and  defaced  than  those  which  we  may  have  in  our  pockets,  and 
do  not  think  of  handing  in  for  redemption:  Many  banks,  especially  those 
within  a few  hours'  travel  from  Washington,  do  not  sort  over  or  pay  out 
any  of  the  fractional  currency  which  they  receive,  but  make  a practice  of 
putting  it  up  in  packages  and  sending  it  to  the  Treasurer  to  be  exchanged 
for  new  at  the  close  of  each  day's  business,  so  that  nothing  but  clean  cur- 
rency is  paid  out  over  their  counters.  It  may  seem  a trifle  wasteful  to  de- 
stroy whole  packages  of  notes,  some  of  which  are  still  fit  for  use;  but  when 
we  consider  that  the  clean  ones  are  scattered  through  remittances  of  notes 
which  ought  to  be  destroyed,  that  their  selection  and  re-assortment  would 
cause  a great  amount  of  additional  labor,  and  after  all  they  would  not  be  as 
pleasant  to  use  as  perfect  new  notes,  and  that  their  issue  to  applicants  for 
new  notes  would  doubtless  occasion  a vast  deal  of  grumbling,  we  shall 
probably  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  practice  of  the  Department  is 
judicious. 

With  these  explanations  from  our  guide,  on  the  way  down  the  stairs,  let 
us  proceed  with  our  inspection.  Entering  the  room  in  which  the  express 
messengers  deliver  their  remittances,  we  find  the  counter,  the  tables,  and 
the  floor  piled  high  with  remittances  of  damaged  money  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  packages  are,  we  are  told,  not 
unfrequently  received  here  in  a single  day.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
bulk  of  the  money  received  is  postage  and  fractional  currency.  An  idea  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  business  performed  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York  forwards  a remittance  of  fraction- 
al currency  for  redemption  every  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  that  he  never 
sends  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  remittances 
from  other  Treasury  officers  are  proportionately  frequent  and  large.  Over 
thirty-one  million  dollars  in  fractional  currency  alone  were  received  and 
counted  during  the  last  fiscal  year  - about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
each  working  day.  Every  note  included  in  these  immense  receipts  has  to  be 
counted,  carefully  scrutinized  to  determine  whether  it  is  genuine,  assorted 
with  others  of  the  same  denomination  and  issue,  and  strapped  and  label- 
ed. This  work,  like  that  in  the  division  of  issues,  is  done  exclusively  by 
women.  It  is  maintained  by  those  who  know  that  it  could  not  be  done  by 
men  with  an  approximation  to  the  present  rapidity  and  accuracy.  The  fin- 
gers of  the  women  acquire  a dexterity  and  a nimbleness  to  which  the 
clumsy  digits  of  the  sterner  sex  could  never  attain,  while  their  quickness  of 
perception  enables  them  to  detect  counterfeits  with  great  certainty  - coun- 
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terfeits  which  perchance  some  lord  of  creation  has  passed  over  without 
discovery.  Of  course  these  qualities  are  not  acquired  at  once,  and  by  some 
they  cannot  be  acquired  at  all.  Months  of  training  and  experience  are  re- 
quired to  develop  the  novice  into  the  expert  and  accurate  counter.  It  is  the 
practice  to  place  the  beginner  under  the  charge  and  tutelage  of  an  exper- 
ienced counter,  with  directions  to  proceed  very  slowly  and  carefully  at  first, 
and  to  apply  to  her  teacher  whenever  she  is  in  need  of  assistance  or  expla- 
nation. In  this  way  the  novice  is  probably  in  time  inducted  into  the  myster- 
ies of  the  art.  But  here,  as  everywhere  else  in  the  world,  excellence  is  not 
attained  without  hard  striving,  and  are  not  atained  by  some  even  by  the 
most  diligent  effort.  Willingness,  concentrativeness  of  mind,  natural  ability, 
and  quickness  of  perception  are  indispensable  requisites  in  the  successful 
counter.  There  is  another  requisite  which  we  are  told  is  almost  as  indis- 
pensable, and  that  is,  that  the  learner  shall  be  young,  or  at  most  not 
beyond  the  meridian  of  life.  The  most  expert  counters  are  almost  all  below 
the  middle  age.  Women  beyond  that  age  have  difficulty  in  acquiring  the 
manual  expertness  necessary,  and  are  correspondingly  slow  in  learning  to 
detect  counterfeits.  The  reason  is  obvious;  the  work  is  something  for 
which  their  previous  lives  have  in  almost  all  instances  given  them  no  prep- 
aration whatever.  A man  of  or  beyond  the  middle  age,  whatever  his  busi- 
ness or  profession,  will  usually  have  managed  to  acquire  some  degree  of 
business  knowledge,  and  may,  therefore,  if  tolerably  well  educated  and 
not  too  old,  be  found  competent  to  perform  the  ordinary  duties  of  a clerk. 
But  a woman  who  has  been  accustomed  for  half  a life-time  only  to  the 
monotonous  duties  of  the  household,  or  to  no  duties  at  all,  finds,  when  for- 
ced to  seek  means  of  support  other  than  the  needle  or  the  school,  that  her 
previous  experience  has  unfitted  her  for  the  requirements  of  a new  pursuit. 
So,  when  additional  counters  are  to  be  appointed,  bright  intelligent  young 
women  are  in  demand. 

Each  lady  is  provided  with  a separate  table,  so  that  the  money  intrusted 
to  her  may  not  become  mixed  with  that  of  any  other  counter.  The  fraction- 
al currency,  when  presented  for  redemption,  is  often  assorted  by  denomi- 
nations only,  the  task  of  assortment  by  issues,  which  is  necessary  in  order 
to  properly  keep  the  accounts,  being  left  for  the  counters  at  the  Treasury. 
As  there  are  four  distinct  issues  of  most  of  the  denominations,  each  of 
which  must  be  assorted  by  itself,  the  assortment  by  issues  adds  vastly  to 
the  labors  of  the  counters,  as  we  observe  by  looking  at  their  tables,  which 
are  covered  with  little  piles  of  currency,  each  composed  of  a denomination 
or  issue  different  from  the  rest.  Hence  every  new  issue  adds  to  the  labor  of 
redemption.  It  is  estimated  that  the  latest  issue,  which  is  coming  in  for  re- 
demption in  heavy  amounts,  has  added  one-third  to  the  labor  of  assort- 
ment. Moreover,  each  note  has  to  be  carefully  scrutinized  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  it  is  genuine.  The  counterfeits  which  are  thus  detected 
are  branded  with  a hot  iron,  or  punched  with  a steel  punch,  with  the  word 
"Counterfeit",  and  returned  to  the  parties  from  whom  they  were  received. 
About  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  counterfeit  notes,  principally 
among  the  fractional  currency,  are  discovered,  stamped,  and  returned 
each  day.  For  these  reasons,  we  find  in  the  redemption  division  little  of  that 
rapid  manipulation  which  surprised  us  in  the  division  of  issues. 

When  a package  of  money  is  given  to  a counter,  her  first  duty  is  to  com- 
pare the  bundles  enclosed  with  the  inventory  or  list  of  contents  of  the 
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package,  if  there  is  one.  If  there  is  no  list,  she  must  prepare  one  herself.  If 
there  is  a discrepancy  between  the  aggregate  contents  of  the  package  and 
the  amount  claimed,  she  calls  a clerk  to  verify  her  work,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  mistake.  She  then  proceeds  to  the  examination  of  one  of  the  bun- 
dles, having  first  placed  all  the  others  in  a box,  so  that  the  straps  of  con- 
tents of  different  bundles  may  not  become  mixed,  and  when  she  has  coun- 
ted its  contents,  marks  upon  the  strap,  over  her  initials  and  the  date,  the 
amount  found  "short”,  "over",  or  counterfeit. 

She  proceeds  in  this  manner  until  all  the  bundles  in  the  package  have 
been  counted.  She  then  assorts  the  money  into  bundles  containing  one 
hundred  notes,  each  of  the  same  denomination  and  issue,  which  she  sur- 
rounds with  new  printed  straps,  marking  upon  each  end  her  initials  and  the 
date.  If  there  are  any  notes  over  even  hundreds,  these  are  put  up  separate- 
ly and  are  known  as  "odds".  All  the  "odds"  thus  arising  in  each  day's 
count  are  turned  over  to  counters,  whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  make  them  up 
into  bundles  of  even  hundreds.  Five  or  six  counters  are  thus  constantly  em- 
ployed. She  then  enters  in  a book,  having  a blank  form  for  the  purpose 
printed  in  duplicate  on  one  side  of  each  leaf,  a statement  of  the  result  of 
the  count,  embracing  the  net  amount  found  due  the  owner,  the  aggregate 
of  the  "shorts",  "overs"  and  counterfeits  discovered,  and  the  amount 
claimed.  One  of  these  duplicates  is  retained  in  the  book  as  her  voucher;  the 
other  is  attached  to  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  money  and  handed, 
as  soon  as  completed,  to  the  clerk  who  draws  the  check  which  is  to  be 
sent  in  return,  or,  if  new  currency  is  to  be  returned  from  the  cash  division, 
who  writes  the  order  on  which  it  is  to  be  forwarded.  So  we  learn  that  these 
ladies,  besides  being  counters  and  counterfeit  detectors,  must  be  mathe- 
maticians and  accountants  as  well. 

Farther  on  we  come  to  the  room  devoted  to  the  counting  of  the  muti- 
lated money  received  by  mail,  for,  in  addition  to  the  receipts  by  express,  an 
average  of  one  hundred  packages  is  received  each  day  by  mail.  The 
money  so  received  is  in  much  worse  condition  than  that  which  comes  by 
express,  for  the  reason  that  currency  which  is  mutilated  is  redeemable  only 
by  the  Treasurer,  and  usually  comes  in  small  amounts  by  mail;  while  the 
various  assistant  treasurers,  depositaries,  and  depositary  banks  are  agents 
for  the  redemption  of  currency  merely  soiled  and  defaced,  which  is  for- 
warded by  them  to  the  Treasurer  by  express.  The  money  received  by  mail 
comes  in  all  sorts  of  damaged  conditions,  and  has  all  imaginable  kinds  of 
horrible  and  ludicrous  histories.  Sometimes  it  has  been  swallowed  by  a 
calf  or  a goat,  which,  finding  a pocketbook  carelessly  left  within  its  reach, 
proceeded  to  regale  itself  with  the  salt  which  the  leather  had  absorbed 
from  the  perspiration,  until  the  book  was  forced  open  and  the  contents  ex- 
posed. The  green  notes  had  an  inviting  and  familiar  appearance,  and  the 
confiding  animal  eagerly  swallowed  them  and  so  sealed  his  own  death- 
warrant;  for  the  owner,  returning  and  seeing  the  wreck  of  the  pocketbook, 
rightly  conjectured  where  his  money  had  disappeared,  put  the  unwitting 
thief  to  death  and  recovered  the  half-digested  notes.  Others  have  been 
found  on  the  bodies  of  drowned  or  murdered  men,  weeks  perchance  after 
their  death.  Frequently  they  have  been  so  burned  that  nothing  remains  but 
the  charred  resemblance  of  notes,  so  frail  and  brittle  that  a slight  touch  will 
change  them  to  cinders.  Sometimes  a note  is  sent  which  some  drunken 
fool,  lord  for  the  hour  of  untold  riches,  to  show  his  disregard  for  money, 
has  used  to  light  his  cigar,  but  which,  upon  the  return  of  reason,  he  has 
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hastened  to  send  to  the  Treasurer,  with  a humble  and  penitent  request  that 
it  be  exchanged  for  a new  note  with  which  to  pay  for  food  and  lodging.  Or 
it  may  be  that  it  is  one  which  a termagant  wife  has  thrown  into  the  fire  to 
spite  her  hen-pecked  mate,  who  has  rescued  it  before  it  was  entirely  de- 
voured by  the  flames;  or  one  that  some  luxurious  mouse  has  stolen  from 
the  money-drawer  and  used  to  line  his  nest.  Once  a poor  Frenchman  sent  a 
handful  of  minute  fragments  of  notes,  with  the  statement  that  they  had 
"met  with  the  accident  of  a little  dog".  Our  Fenian  friends  are  prone  to  put 
lighted  pipes  in  the  same  pockets  in  which  they  carry  money.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  the  Treasurer  receives  for  redemption  a great  many  green- 
backs with  round  holes  burnt  through  them  here  and  there,  and  looking  for 
all  the  world  like  bullet-riddled  ensigns  of  the  Irish  Republic.  Some  stories 
are  so  frequently  repeated  as  to  excite  grave  doubts  of  their  entire  truth- 
fulness. For  instance,  a note  which  is  so  badly  damaged  as  to  call  for  a se- 
vere stretch  of  the  rules  in  order  to  make  it  worth  anything,  is  pretty  sure  to 
be  said  to  belong  to  a poor,  hard-working  widow  with  an  astonishing  num- 
ber of  children,  for  whom  the  writer,  in  the  fullness  of  his  charitable  heart, 
has  forwarded  it  for  redemption. 

All  these  notes,  so  variously  mutilated,  must  be  restored  as  nearly  as 
may  be  to  their  original  shapes  before  their  value  can  be  definitely  ascer- 
tained. Here  again  the  skillful  fingers  of  women  are  called  into  requisition. 
Some  of  the  women  employed  in  this  work  have,  by  long  experience,  be- 
come exceedingly  expert  in  pasting  and  restoring  notes.  Fragments  which 
are  so  burned  as  to  seem  to  others  only  charred  pieces  of  paper,  or  so 
minute  as  to  be  almost  indistinguishable,  under  their  patient  hands  again 
assume  the  semblance  of  notes,  so  that  their  kinds  and  denominations  can 
be  readily  distinguished.  Notes  which  have  been  nibbled  by  mice  into  such 
tiny  fragments  that  most  persons  would  say  that  it  was  beyond  human 
power  to  restore  them  to  their  original  shapes,  are  arranged  and  restored 
bit  by  bit,  until  after  perhaps  a labor  of  days  they  begin  to  assume  their  for- 
mer forms,  and  at  last  are  restored  with  sufficient  perfection  to  warrant 
their  redemption.  These  ladies  have  made  an  art  in  which  they  have  no 
rivals.  It  would  require  years  to  educate  others  to  the  same  degree  of  skill 
and  knowledge,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  embarrassment 
which  their  loss  would  entail  on  the  Department. 

The  identification  and  restoration  of  notes  which  have  been  burned  is  a 
difficult  and  interesting  operation.  Every  one  has  observed  that  a printed 
paper  after  having  been  burnt,  if  not  subjected  to  a strong  draft  or  roughly 
handled,  retains  its  original  form,  and  that  the  printing  is  distinct  and  legi- 
ble, and  appears  as  if  it  had  been  raised  or  embossed  on  the  paper,  but 
that  if  it  is  touched  ever  so  gently  it  crumbles  into  dust.  Notes  in  this  con- 
dition are  frequently  received  at  the  Department  for  redemption.  The  coun- 
ter subjects  each  note  and  fragment  of  a note  to  a careful  inspection  in  a 
strong  light,  under  a powerful  glass,  until  she  determines  the  denomina- 
tion and  issue,  and  then  pastes  it  upon  a piece  of  thin,  tough  paper  in  order 
that  it  may  be  safely  handled.  But  this  pasting,  by  destroying  the  raised  or 
embossed  appearance,  at  once  and  forever  precludes  all  chance  of  again 
identifying  the  kind  or  denomination  of  the  note.  Henceforth  it  is  but  a 
plain,  black  piece  of  paper,  giving  no  indication  that  it  ever  represented 
money.  It  is  therefore  very  necessary  that  the  counter  should  be  quite  sure 
that  her  judgement  is  correct  before  the  note  is  pasted  upon  the  paper. 
She  must  also,  - a most  difficult  task  - determine  whether  the  note  is  gen- 

- 13  - 


uine  or  counterfeit.  And  yet  counterfeits  are  discovered  by  these  experts 
among  the  charred  remains  of  notes  with  almost  as  much  certainty  as 
among  perfect  notes.  Charred  notes  of  National  banks  have  occasionally 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  Department,  and  have  been  restored  in 
this  manner  and  returned  for  redemption  to  the  banks  which  issued  them, 
accompanied  by  the  affidavits  of  the  counters  that  they  were  the  remains 
of  notes  of  the  banks  to  which  they  were  returned.  In  most  cases  they 
were  promptly  and  cheerfully  redeemed.  But  occasionally  a surly  bank  of- 
ficer, unable  or  unwilling  to  trace  any  resemblance  to  bank  notes,  or  at 
least  to  the  notes  of  his  bank,  in  the  plain  black  pieces  of  paper  returned  to 
him,  and  influenced  perhaps  by  a desire  to  effect  a little  saving  for  the 
stockholders,  refused  to  redeem  and  challenged  the  Department  to  the 
proof.  All  positive  ocular  proof  having  been  destroyed  when  the  notes 
were  restored  and  pasted,  the  Department  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
loss. 

Once  some  of  these  experts  were  granted  leaves  of  absence,  without 
pay  from  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  a large  quantity  of 
burned  money  belonging  to  Adams  Express  Company.  This  was  permitted 
partly  because  it  was  known  that  there  was  no  one  else  who  could  perform 
the  service,  without  which  the  company  would  be  subjected  to  great  loss, 
but  principally  because  the  company  offered  to  pay  them  much  more  for 
their  time  and  labor  than  they  were  receiving  from  the  government,  and  it 
was  thought  that  their  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  Department  justly 
entitled  them  to  this  addition  to  their  meager  salaries.  The  money  was 
taken  from  safes  recovered  from  the  wreck  of  a burned  steamer  which  had 
been  lying  for  four  or  five  years  at  the  bottom  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
notes  were  so  burned,  decayed,  and  damaged  as  to  be  absolutely  worth- 
less, unless  identified  and  restored.  Yet  nearly  every  note  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  thousand  dollars  in  United  States  and  National  Bank 
notes  recovered  was  restored  with  unerring  certainty  and  redeemed  at  its 
full  face  value.  The  Chicago  and  Boston  fires  have  for  the  last  year  and  a 
half  furnished  burned  notes  enough  to  keep  all  the  experts  of  the  office 
pretty  constantly  employed. 

Passing  through  the  various  rooms,  we  find  that  the  whole  basement 
floor  of  the  northwing  of  the  Treasury  building,  including  the  large  room 
under  the  cash-room,  is  occupied  by  these  busy  counters.  One  hundred 
and  eighty  women  are  engaged  in  counting  redeemed  money  in  this  divi- 
sion. The  work  is  far  from  pleasant,  for  the  money  is  often  deplorably  dirty 
and  emits  the  most  nauseating  smells. 

Such  labor  cannot  fail  to  be  detrimental  to  health,  especially  as  want  of 
space  has  necessitated  the  crowding  of  the  counters  almost  as  closely  as 
they  can  sit.  Hence,  we  are  not  surprised  to  see  that  many  of  the  women 
are  pale  and  thin,  and  apparently  weary  and  care-worn. 

We  are  sorry  to  record  that  these  women  in  common  with  all  others  em- 
ployed in  the  Department  have  been  accused  as  a body,  both  on  the  floor 
of  Congress  and  elsewhere,  of  being  loose  and  immoral  in  their  character. 
It  is  doubtless  true  that  some  improper  women  have  been  employed  by 
the  Treasury.  It  would  be  miraculous  if  out  of  so  many  women  employed  it 
were  otherwise,  under  the  former  imperfect  system  of  appointment.  But 
that  more  than  an  inconsiderable  proportion  are  other  than  virtuous  and 
modest,  we  confidently  deny,  and  our  denial  is  based  on  a thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  the  facts.  The  simple  truth  is  that  these  women  as  a class 
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are  as  virtuous,  as  modest,  as  intelligent,  as  respectable,  and  as  discreet 
and  lady-like  in  their  demeanor  as  the  ladies  of  any  community  of  which 
we  know,  and  that  even  the  few  who  constitute  the  unfortunate  excep- 
tions to  the  encomium  are  compelled,  by  the  force  of  the  common  senti- 
ment of  both  men  and  women  in  the  Department,  to  conduct  themselves 
discreetly  and  properly  while  there. 

Could  their  cruel  traducers  but  visit  the  Department  and  observe  the 
department  of  the  women  clerks,  day  after  day;  could  they  see  them  at 
their  fatiguing  employment;  could  they  know  that  most  of  them  have 
either  children  or  young  brothers  and  sisters  or  aged  and  infirm  parents 
dependent  upon  them  for  support;  that  many  of  them  lost  the  strong  arm 
which  they  had  hoped  would  shield  them  from  want  and  detraction  in  the 
conflict  which  saved  our  liberties  from  destruction;  that  many  were  them- 
selves in  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the  hospital,  ministering,  as  only  women 
can,  to  the  sick,  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  and  that  most  of  them  if  de- 
prived of  their  positions  would  have  scarcely  any  other  resource  of  the 
support  of  themselves  and  families  than  the  charity  of  friends  or  of  the 
world,  we  are  sure  that  an  end  would  be  put  at  once  and  forever  to  the  de- 
traction of  the  women  who  earn  their  bread  by  hard  labor  in  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Entering  the  last  room  to  which  our  inspection  will  lead  us,  a busy  scene 
is  presented.  Messengers,  each  accompanied  by  a counter,  are  hastening 
to  and  fro  with  boxes  containing  bundles  of  money  carefully  strapped  and 
labeled,  while  a bevy  of  women  surround  a large  table  which  they  almost 
screen  from  our  gaze,  but  which  the  continual  "thud!"  ! Ithud ! " that  salutes 
our  ears  proclaims  to  be  the  site  of  the  cancelling  machine.  Approaching, 
we  find  that  the  apparatus  consists  of  two  heavy  horizontal  steel  bars, 
about  five  feet  in  length,  working  on  pivots  about  a foot  from  the  ends 
nearest  to  us.  To  the  shorter  end  of  each  is  attached  a punch,  while  the 
other  is  connected  by  a lever  with  a crank  in  the  sub-basement  beneath, 
which  is  propelled  by  a turbine  water-wheel,  furnished  with  Potomac 
water  from  one  of  the  pipes  which  supply  the  building.  The  bundles  of 
notes,  each  containing  one  hundred  pieces,  are  passed  rapidly  and  dex- 
erously  under  the  punch  by  a man  whose  fingers  seem  ever  just  on  the 
verge  of  complete  destruction,  but  which  always  escape  in  some  marve- 
lous manner  unhurt  and  whole.  The  punch  savagely  and  easily  cuts  a hole 
in  each  end  of  each  bundle.  This  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  effectual  can- 
cellation. The  bundles,  when  all  have  been  punched,  are  returned  to  the 
box,  the  messenger  picks  it  up,  and  the  counter  and  he  hasten  away  to 
turn  over  the  money  to  the  clerk  who  is  to  make  up  the  cash  account  of  the 
division  and  ascertain  whether  all  the  money  received  and  delivered  to  the 
counters  has  been  returned  and  accounted  for.  From  the  time  when  the 
money  is  received  by  her,  until  it  is  thus  delivered  the  counter  is  responsi- 
ble for  it,  and  is  required  to  keep  it  constantly  within  sight,  except  when  it 
is  locked  away  for  the  night.  For  this  reason  she  accompanies  the  messen- 
ger who  carries  her  box  to  the  cancelling-room,  superintends  the  punch- 
ing, and  returns  with  the  money  to  the  clerk  to  whom  it  is  delivered,  when 
her  responsibility  ends. 

Just  beyond  the  punches  a knife  of  formidable  aspect  and  proportions  is 
engaged  in  cutting  the  cancelled  bundles  in  two  in  the  middle  of  each 
note.  After  a sufficient  quantity  of  money  has  been  counted,  it  is  made  up 
into  lots  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  fractional  currency  and 

- 15  - 


proportionately  larger  amounts  of  legai-tender  notes,  and  sent  in  to  be  cut 
in  two  by  this  knife.  The  straps  with  which  the  bundles  of  notes  are  sur- 
rounded are  so  printed  as  to  be  also  cut  in  two,  and  to  show  upon  each  half 
the  denomination  of  the  notes,  the  issue,  and  the  number  enclosed.  The 
counter's  initials  and  the  date  of  counting  are  also  written  upon  each  end, 
as  well  as  a number  or  letter  to  identify  the  bundle,  so  that  if,  upon  re- 
counting the  money,  errors  are  discovered,  they  can  be  traced  in  a 
moment  to  the  proper  counter,  date  and  bundle.  One  set  of  half-notes  is 
delivered  to  counters  in  the  Secretary's  office  - the  other  to  counters  in  the 
Register's  office,  in  each  of  which  the  money  is  recounted.  This  is  done  as 
a check  upon  the  Treasurer's  counters,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  as 
complete  accuracy  as  possible.  If  a counterfeit  or  "short"  is  discovered  it  is 
charged  to  the  counter  whose  initials  the  package  bears,  and  the  amount  is 
collected  from  her  at  the  end  of  the  month.  This  seems  oppressive,  but 
there  is  no  alternative.  The  party  from  whom  the  money  was  received  can- 
not be  charged  with  the  deficiency,  since  the  straps  which  originally  sur- 
rounded the  bundles,  and  which  alone  could  determine  the  ownership, 
were  replaced  by  others  when  the  money  was  counted  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  and  even  could  he  be  traced,  he  is  beyond  reach  since  he  received 
his  return  for  the  money  as  soon  as  it  was  counted.  Nor  has  the  law  provid- 
ed any  fund  out  of  which  the  loss  can  be  made  good  to  the  unfortunate 
counter.  The  only  course  open  to  her  is  to  bear  it  like  a woman,  and  to  be 
more  careful  the  next  time.  And  the  fact  that  the  fear  of  pecuniary  loss  is  an 
incentive  to  care  and  accuracy  is  about  the  only  good  feature  of  these 
reclamations,  for  there  is  little  justice  in  compelling  a counter,  who  is  per- 
haps new  and  inexperienced,  and  is  certainly  poorly  paid,  to  make  good 
counterfeits  which  are  probably  either  so  worn  as  to  be  almost  indistin- 
guishable from  genuine  notes,  or  so  perfectly  executed  as  almost  to  defy 
detection,  which  she  has  inadvertently  passed,  but  which  some  more  ex- 
perienced eye  has  afterwards  discovered.  When,  finally,  the  counts  of  the 
three  offices  have  been  reconciled,  the  money  is  delivered  to  a committee, 
composed  of  one  person  from  each  of  those  offices  and  of  a fourth  not 
connected  with  the  Department,  who  is  specially  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  purpose,  and  it  is  in  their  presence  burned  to  ashes,  as  their  for 
mal  certificate  to  the  accounting  officers,  upon  which  the  Treasurer  obtains 
reimbursement  for  the  money  destroyed,  attests.  So  the  end  of  the  green 
back,  like  that  of  poor  humanity  itself,  is  ashes. 

*********************************************** 
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GRAND  NATIONAL  BANK  ROBBERY 
By  Ronald  Horstman,  PMCM  No.  630 

With  the  revival  of  the  tale  of  Bonnie  8-  Clyde,  another  bank  robbery  of 
that  period  is  brought  to  mind.  Lacking  in  gun  fire  and  chase,  it  more  than 
makes  up  for  it  in  size  and  scope.  In  1922,  a tall  thin  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas named  Ed  Mays  came  to  St.  Louis,  and  opened  the  Missouri 
National  Bank,  No.  12220,  at  4068  Olive  St.  (and  Sarah  Ave.).  On  June  8th, 
1925,  this  institution  merged  with  the  Grand  Avenue  Bank  at  505  N.  Grand, 
under  the  title  of  Grand  Ave.  National  Bank,  using  the  charter  number 
12220.  On  November  24th,  1925,  the  title  was  shorted  to  Grand  National 
Bank.  As  business  grew,  larger  quarters  were  needed,  so  the  first  and  sec- 
ond floors  of  the  twenty-seven  story  Continental  Life  Building  were  reserv- 
ed, as  well  as  the  penthouse  apartment  for  Ed  Mays.  This  $1,700,000  sky- 
scraper was  nearing  completion  around  the  corner  at  3617  Olive.  The  Con- 
tinental Life  Insurance  co.,  which  owned  the  new  building,  and  the  Grand 
National  Bank  were  a closely  knit  pair,  as  eight  officers  of  the  bank  were 
also  officers  of  the  Insurance  Co.  The  seventeen  ton  vault  door  of  the  bank 
was  of  such  size  and  quality  that  it  was  moved  from  its  former  location  to 
the  new  building  two  weeks  before  the  bank  itself  was  moved.  A tempo- 
rary door  of  thin  gauge  metal  was  used  in  its  place,  and  Captain  Wetzel  of 
the  Laclede  Avenue  Police  Station  furnished  two  police  guards  on  eight 
hour  shifts  around  the  clock  to  guard  the  bank  until  Friday,  May  23rd, 
when  Gifford  Herbert,  cashier,  notified  the  police  that  the  bank  no  longer 
wished  to  impose  upon  them,  and  advised  that  the  bank  would  furnish 
their  own  private  watchman. 

On  Sunday,  May  25th,  1930,  John  Seufert,  private  watchman,  complet- 
ed his  last  rounds  and  left  for  home.  At  7:10  Benjamin  Stozier,  a Negro  por- 
ter, entered  the  bank  to  perform  his  usual  Sunday  cleaning  chores,  only  to 
be  greeted  by  five  masked  men  in  the  process  of  doing  their  own  cleaning 
inside  the  vault.  Stozier  was  bound,  gagged  and  placed  in  the  supply 
closet.  A short  time  later,  William  Britton  - the  Safe  Deposit  Manager,  en- 
tered the  building  to  secure  a pack  of  cigarettes  from  his  desk,  and  he  was 
also  bound  and  gagged.  By  11:00  A.M.  161  safe  deposit  boxes  had  been 
pulled  from  the  wall,  pried  open  and  enough  loot  to  fill  two  large  suitcases, 
amounting  to  nearly  a million  dollars  in  cash,  jewelry  and  securities  was  on 
its  way  out  of  the  bank.  This  was  the  first  bank  robbery  since  1926,  and 
was  the  largest  that  had  ever  taken  place  in  St.  Louis.  Everything  appeared 
calm  outside  on  Grand  Ave.  as  people  passed  on  their  way  to  and  from 
church.  Shortly  after  noon,  Britton  shook  loose  his  bonds  and  sounded  the 
alarm.  Within  a short  time  the  area  was  filled  with  police,  curiosity  seekers 
and  depositors.  Mays,  who  was  in  Chicago  at  the  time,  was  notified  of  the 
robbery. 

Local  newspaper  headlines  carried  nothing  but  the  robbery  news  for  the 
next  week,  and  customers  streamed  into  the  bank  to  view  their  $5.00  per 
year  safe  deposit  boxes  and  claim  their  losses.  Police  investigation  dis- 
closed that  the  front  door  had  been  entered  with  a key,  and  explosives 
were  used  to  remove  the  combination  lock  from  the  light  weight  vault 
door.  Tools  found  later  in  a supply  closet  showed  that  a long  punch  was 
used  to  knock  off  the  lock,  and  that  the  blast  was  only  used  to  throw  the 
police  off  in  their  investigation.  After  Mays  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  ex- 
amined the  scene,  he  contended  that  the  thieves  entered  the  building 
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through  a hole  in  the  basement  wall  that  led  to  the  Beers  Hotel  next  door. 
This  hole  had  been  made  earlier  for  insulation  of  heating  pipes.  The  police, 
however,  stuck  to  their  inside  job  theory. 

Included  in  the  loot  was  $14,000.00  representing  the  daily  bank  receipts, 
which  were  kept  in  the  tellers'  personal  boxes.  The  bank  carried 
$125,000.00  insurance  that  covered  only  bank  property.  As  more  found 
that  the  contents  of  their  boxes  were  not  insured,  many  lawsuits  threaten- 
ed, and  confidence  in  the  bank's  financial  condition  and  reputation  fell. 
Depositors  began  to  withdraw  their  money,  and  lines  of  people  waiting  to 
get  into  the  bank  formed  which  were  in  some  cases  half  a block  long.  By 
Saturday  the  bank  was  forced  to  demand  thirty  days  notice  on  withdraw- 
als, as  $739,000.00  was  withdrawn  in  one  week.  $500,000.00  in  additional 
funds  was  sent  from  the  Federal  Reserve  to  handle  the  demands.  On 
Friday,  June  4th,  William  Britton  and  Gifford  Herbert  - the  officer  who  had 
requested  the  removal  of  the  police  guard,  were  arrested.  After  they  had 
been  questioned,  they  were  released  on  $50,000.00  bond  each. 

On  Monday,  June  7th,  Herbert  resigned  and  Britton  was  fired.  Joe  Led- 
better, an  assistant  vice-president,  was  named  cashier.  Several  weeks 
later,  both  Herbert  and  Britton  were  cleared  of  all  charges,  but  Mays  was 
over-ruled  by  the  bank  directors  in  his  desire  to  re-instate  the  two  men 
whom  he  described  as  ''old  friends  from  Arkansas”. 

_The  directors  of  the  Vandeventer  National  Bank  (No.  13270)  located  at 
3552  Olive  Street,  offered  to  purchase  the  bank,  but  their  offer  was  refus- 
ed. The  bank  directors  offered  a $25,000.00  reward  for  return  of  the  securi- 
ties, and  this  was  later  upped  to  $100,000.00.  Joseph  Lemon  - a prominent 
attorney  and  state  representative,  was  contacted  and  requested  to  be  the 
intermediate  for  the  return  of  the  securities.  He  was  to  receive  $140,000.00, 
$15,000.00  of  which  was  to  be  his  fee  for  the  service.  This  was  paid,  and 
the  bank  then  sued  the  Maryland  Casualty  Co.  for  the  $140,000.00.  This 
brought  up  an  interesting  point  of  law  as  to  whether  a bank  could  pay  out 
part  of  its  assets  to  recover  other  assets.  After  several  years  of  court  fights, 
the  bank's  action  was  ruled  legal. 

Joseph  Lemon  was  subpoened  before  the  grand  jury,  but  refused  to 
name  the  parties  involved.  He  died  shortly  after  this. 

After  many  months  of  police  investigation,  a man  named  Henry  Farrar 
was  arrested  in  the  Jefferson  Hotel.  He  admitted  to  being  a lookout  for  the 
men  inside  the  bank.  He  had  called  them  at  regular  intervals  from  a phone 
across  the  street.  He  denied  knowing  any  of  them  except  for  John  "Bud- 
dy” Lugar,  who  the  police  quickly  arrested.  However,  a grand  jury  returned 
a no  true  bill,  and  he  was  released. 


WANTED  - THE  FOLLOWING  RADAR  BLOCKS 

IN  ANY  CONDITION 

$1  FRN  Series  1974  - B/H,  B/\  C/\  G/\  I/*,  K/\  L/A,  17* 

Series  1977  - A/B,  A/*,  B/'A,  B/D,  B/E,  B/*,  C/A,  C/B,  C/\  D/C,  E/C, 
E/D,  E/\  G/D,  G/E,  H/B,  H/\  I/*,  J/C,  J/\  L/B,  L/C,  L/D,  L/E,  17* 

$2  FRN  Series  1976  - B/\  C/\  D/#,  E/\  F/*,  G/*,  H/\  I/*,  J/\  17*. 

BOB  AZPIAZU  JR. 

P.O.  Box  1433,  Hialeah,  FL  3301 1 


a-*********************#**********#************* 
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FOR  SALE 

1929  NATIONAL  BANK  NOTES 

*10  Minnesota  NB  of  Duluth,  Ch.  No.  1 1810  - Ty  II 
s10  The  First  NB  of  Saint  Paul,  Ty  II,  Ch.  No.  403 
*10  The  American  NB  of  Saint  Paul,  Ch.  No.  6828,  Ty  II 
*10  First  National  NB  of  Plendricks,  Minn.  Ch.  No.  6468 
*5  First  NB  of  Red  Wing,  Minn.  Ch.  No.  1487 
*10  The  First  NB  of  Mabel,  Minn. 

*20  The  First  NB  of  Lavonia,  Georgia,  Ch.  No.  8470 

*10  The  First  NB  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  Ch.  No.  2796 

*20  The  First  NB  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Ch.  No.  1606 

*20  The  Dexter  Horton  NB  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  Ch.  No.  1 1280 

*5  Union  NB  in  Newark  New  Jersey,  Ch.  No.  12771 , Ty  II 

*20  The  First  Hunting  NB  of  Huntington,  W.  Virginia,  Ch.  No.  3106 

*10  First  NB  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Ch.  No.  1947 

*10  The  First  NB  of  Eutaw,  Alabama,  Ch.  No.  3931 

*20  The  City  NB  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  Ch.  No.  1 1405 

*10  The  National  Bank  of  Newberry  Wells  River/Vermont,  Ch.  No.  1406 

*20  The  First  NB  of  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa,  Ch.  No.  3153 

*10  The  Champaign  NB,  III.,  Ch.  No.  2829 

*20  The  Illinois  NB  of  Springfield,  III.,  Ch.  No.  3548 

*5  The  First  NB  of  Riverside,  III.,  Ch.  No.  12386 

*5  The  First  NB  of  Lake  Forest,  III.,  Ch.  No.  8937 

*20  The  First  NB  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Ch.  No.  240  - Ty  II 

*20  The  NB  of  Cortland,  NY,  Ch.  No.  2272 

*10  The  American  NB  of  Marshfield,  Wis.,  Ch.  No.  5437 

*5  First  NB  of  Wauwatosa,  Wis.,  Ch.  No.  8689 

*20  The  Mt.  Sterling  NB  Mt.  Sterling,  KY,  Ch  No.  2185 

*5  The  First  NB  of  Salamanca,  New  York,  Ch  No.  2472 

*20  The  Second  NB  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  Ch.  No.  2992 

*10  The  NB  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  Ch.  No.  13580 

*20  The  Greensburg  NB  Greensburg,  Ind.,  Ch.  No.  5435 

*10  The  Merchants  NB  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  Ch.  No.  2234 

*10  Hammond  NB  & Trust,  Hammond,  Ind.,  Ch.  No.  8199 

*20  The  Crystal  Falls  NB,  Crystal  Falls,  Mich.,  Ch.  No.  11547  - C00001 1 A 

1928  *20  FRN  - G 00007 1626* 

1928  *5  United  States  Note  Star  A 
1928A  *5  FRN  Light  and  Dark  Seal  (The  Pair) 

1928  & 1928  B *20  FRN  (The  Pair) 

1918  All  12  Districts  - VF  and  Better 
FR  1182  Series  1906 
FR  237  Star  D 

1950A  *10  Complete  face  on  back  except  signature 
1977  *20  FRN  - Complete  face  on  back,  also  signatures 

FR  1200  *50.00  Gold  Certificate 

FR  659  *20  The  Oil  City  NB,  Penn.,  Ch.  No.  5240 

FR  545  *20  (1882  1908)  on  back  - Fine,  no  tears 

FR  18  Series  1869  - A very  nice  fine,  no  tears 

FR  355  Series  1890  - A rare  note,  Very  Good,  nice  type 

FR  63  Series  1862  - A fine  note  with  Very  nice  signatures 


F 

*27.50 

VF 

*35.00 

F 

*35.00 

F 

*75.00 

F 

*75.00 

F 

*75.00 

F 

*95.00 

VG 

*45.00 

VG 

*32.50 

F 

*35.00 

F 

*20.00 

F 

*42.50 

F 

*40.00 

F 

*50.00 

VF 

*75.00 

F 

*65.00 

VF 

*70.00 

F 

*40.00 

F 

*35.00 

F 

*20.00 

F 

*25.00 

CU 

*75.00 

F 

*45.00 

F 

*20.00. 

VG 

*40.00 

u_ 

> 

*60.00 

VG 

*40.00 

F 

*40.00 

VF 

*42.50 

F 

*55.00 

F 

*40.00 

F 

*32.50 

CU 

' *75.00 

CU 

*35.00 

VG 

*10.00 

AU 

*30.00 

AU 

*50.00 

*400.00 

VF 

*100.00 

VF 

*50.00 

CU 

*100.00 

CU 

*100.00 

XF 

*32500 

VF 

*125.00 

*125.00 

*65.00 

*90.00 

*65.00 

Wanted  to  buy  - Large  Ludington,  Mich.  Note  and  any  *5.00  Note  on  Muskegon  bank. 

Sold  on  Money  Back  Guarantee 

RALPH  M.  HINKLE 

2877  Memorial  Dr.,  N.  Muskegon,  Ml  49445  — 616-744-9744 
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CLASSIFIED  A . D S 


WANTED:  Radars  $1  FRN  series  1963,  1963-A 
and  1963-B.  Quote  price  please. 

ROBERT  AZPIAZU,  JR. 

P.O.  Box  1433,  Hialeah,  FL  3301 1 

BEGINNERS  SPECIAL  - My  $1  CU  FRN's  ser- 
ies 1969  thru  1977  District  4 and  5 for  your  $1 
CU  FRN's  1974  and  1977  plus  SASE.  $5  FRN's 
also.  List  available. 

WORLEY  R.  YOST,  JR. 

Box  418,  Hazard,  KY  41701 

NEW  YORK  STATE  WANTED  - Nationals, 
Obsolete  Bank  Notes  and  Scrip  - all  types.  Al- 
so, Political,  Propaganda,  and  Satirical  Fantasy 
Notes  - of  any  country. 

A.  YORK 

One  Main  St.,  East  Hampton,  NY  1 1937 

WANTED:  Correspondence  from  STUDENTS 
- not  just  collectors  - of  U.S.  type  notes,  es- 
pecially large  size  type  notes. 

THE  REV.  FRANK  H.  HUTCHINS 

WANTED:  *1  1977  B*,  C\  L*.  Have  G*,  AU/ 
CU  1*  to  trade.  Would  like  a COPE  star  to 
study,  1 have  none.  No  CQ  column  this  issue, 
no  response. 

DOUG  MURRAY 

P.O.  Box  2,  Portage,  Ml  49081 

295  N.  Broadway,  Yonkers,  NY  10701 

TRADE  - 1969*  set,  or  1969A  star  set  for  1976 
H*  - L*.  Do  you  need  sets?  Make  offer  to... 

ROY  J.  BLANKENSHIP 

2334  Kemper  Le.,  No.  5,  Cincinnati  OH  45206 

Anyone  interested  in  circ.  $1  FRN  blocks  1963 
and  1963A.  1 will  sell  the  common  blocks  for 
$1.25  each.  1963A  BB,  LB-$2.50;  BC-$2.00; 
BE  - $1 .50.  SASE  please. 

DICK  MARK 

P.O.  Box  318R,  Clifton  Park,  NY  12065 

WANTED  TO  BUY  or  trade  - double  and  triple 
ending  Federal  Reserve  notes.  Send  SASE 
for  want  list. 

JERRY  E.  JONES 

605  S.  10th,  Gas  City,  IN  46933 

BANK  POST  CARDS  WANTED  - exteriors, 
interiors.  Pre  1940  - USA  only.  Ship  on  appro- 
val - I'll  pay  postage. 

TOM  CONKLIN 

Box  440,  Rutherford,  NJ  07070 

WANTED:  1977  Series  Blocks  A-A,  B-A,  and 
F-A  with  ending  serial  number  270  only. 

MIKE  SPIELMANN, 

525  - 2nd  Ave.,  SE,  Dyersville  IA  52040 

FOR  SALE:  $1  and  $5  end  label  sets.  Some 
with  radars  and  unusual  numbers.  Also  have 
complete  block  sets  from  1963  B thru  1974. 
Send  SASE  for  list  and  prices. 

HUBERT  A.  RAQUET,  DeAnza  Mid  Fla.  Lakes 
239-B  Highland  Dr.,  Leesburg  FL  32745 

WANTED:  Maryland  Obsolete  and  National 
Currency.  Write  for  my  want  list. 

ARMAND  SHANK,  JR. 

P.O.  Box  233,  Lutherville,  MD  21093 

FOR  SALE:  $1.00  FR  notes  1963  - 63A  - 69  - 
69A  - 69B.  Crisp  uncirculated. 

WALLACE  A.  LOUSER 

105  Birch  St.,  Richland,  PA  17087 

WANTED:  1977  B/00*  - B/00F  - B/02F  - B/77F 
- G/OOE  - G/07E  - G/77E  - H/00B  - H/08B  - 
H/77B  - K/00C  - K/11C  - K/77C.  Will  BUY  or 
trade. 

R.  J.  BLANKENSHIP 

2334  Kemper  Ln.,  No.  5,  Cincinnati,  OH  45206 

FOR  SALE:  U.S.  Small  Size  Notes;  including 
Red  Seals,  Brown  Seals  and  Yellow  Seals.  (No 
Nationals).  Large  SASE  please. 
NEVES-DARMOFAL 

515  E.  88th  St.,  No.  3F,  New  York  NY  10028 

NEW  YORK  STATE  WANTED:  Nationals,  ob- 
solete bank  notes  and  scrip  - all  types.  Also 
political,  propaganda,  and  satirical  fantasy 
notes  - of  any  country. 

A.  YORK 

One  Main  St.,  East  Hampton  NY  1 1937 

WANTED:  CU  2-  1977  H*  for  2-  1977  B*,  one 
trade  only.  Please  write. 

JOHN  HANiK 

69  Lenox  Ave.,  Lynbrook  NY  1 1563 

TRADE  my  $1.00  1977  F-*'s  CU  for  your  1977 
$5.00,  $10.00,  $20.00  CU  Stars  any  district. 
Face  for  face. 

LAWRENCE 

Box  110262,  Nashville  TN  3721 1 

TRADE  my  numerous  U.S.  mint  plate  blocks 
for  your  national  currency  or  large  size  notes. 

All  letters  are  answered. 

MIKE  ROBELIN 

P.O.  Box  138,  Commack,  NY  1 1725 

WANTED:  1862  $1.00  Legal  Tenders  (Fried- 
berg  16-1 7a)  of  Series  2,73,252,  and  276  oh  if 
notes  are  not  for  sale,  good  photocopies  of 
notes  of  these  series. 

The  REV.  FRANK  H.  HUTCHINS 

295  N.  Broadway,  Yonkers,  NY  10701 

FOR  SALE:  $10  Silver  Certificates  1934  Fine, 
1934A  F-VF,  1934C  VG-F.  $5  1929  FRBN  of 
Chicago  VG.  All  for  $50  postpaid  and  insured. 
DOUG  MURRAY 

P.O.  Box  2,  Portage,  Ml  49081 
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NATIONAL  CURRENCY  DEPARTMENT 

WANTED.  Small  size  Nationals  on  First  National  Bank  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio,  Ch.  No.  4347.  Send  condition  and  price.  All  letters  an- 
swered. 

Willis  E.  Karner,  Jr.,  621  Charraway  Rd.,  Baltimore  MD  21229 

WANTED:  New  York  State  Nationals,  Large  8-  Small  size.  I have  Nationals 
from  many  states  for  trade  or  sale.  All  letters  are  answered. 
Michael  Robelin,  Box  172,  Plainview,  N.Y.  11803 

TRADE:  Colorado  8 Chicago  Area  1929  Nationals  wanted.  Have  over 

200  Nationals  (LARGE  8 SMALL)  to  trade  or  will  buy. Send  for 
lists. 

John  Parker,  Box  3004,  Denver,  Colorado  80201 
WANTED:  Large  and  Small  New  Jersey  Nationals.  Please  write  with  de- 
scription and  price.  Ph.  201-488-2138  (evenings). 

Robert  W.  Hearn,  Box  233,  Hackensack,  N.J.  07602 
WANTED:  Patton,  PA  Notes.  Large  size  and  1929  Type  II  on  No.  4857. 

Need  all  notes  on  No.  8233.  Also  want  1929  Pittsburgh,  PA 
Nationals.  Please  write  first. 

David  Patton,  Box  368,  Lemont,  PA  16851 

WANTED:  Any  Large  or  Small  Nationals  from  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Send 
condition  and  price. 

Robert  Ryder,  P.O.  Box  8022,  Grand  Rapids,  Ml  49508 

Send  your  free  six-line  ad  of  Nationals  or  FRBN  (buy,  sell,  trade,  or  wan- 
ted) to  Mike  Crabb,  P.O.  Box  17871,  Memphis  TN  381 17. 


FOR  SALE CURRENCY FOR  SALE 

US.  A. 

LARGE  & SMALL  SIZE  CURRENCY  - INCLUDING: 

NATIONALS 

OBSOLETE 

RADAR  & FANCY  SERIALS 
"ERRORS" 

COLONIAL  & CONTINENTAL 
"AUTOGRAPHED"  & OTHERS 

LARGE  AAAIL  LISTING  AVAILABLE  - FOR  A LARGE 
SIZE,  SELF  ADDRESSED  AND  STAMPED  ENVELOPE. 
10-DAY  RETURN  PRIVILEGE. 

YOUR  SATISFACTION  IS  GUARANTEED. 


ROBERT  A.  CONDO 

P.O.  BOX  985,  VENICE,  FL  33595 
P.M.C.M.  - 342;  A.N.A.  - LM  - 81 3;  S.P.M.C.  - 21 53 


D.  Scott  Secor  NEEDS 
Obsolete  Currency  from  ALL  states 

Northern,  Southern,  Eastern,  Western,  and 
especially  Central  States  material. 

Notes,  scrip,  warrants,  postal  notes,  etc. 

(Don't  forget  Confederate  notes,  especially  RARE  issues) 

I also  have  for  sale  (or  trade)  thousands  of  notes  which  range  from 
common  through  rare  and  on  to  unique.  Want  lists  are  welcomed, 
but  limit  your  wants  to  obsoletes  and  scrip  only,  please.  (I  have 
enough  trouble  keeping  a small  stock  of  type  notes  and  Nationals  the 
way  it  is. . .none  are  usually  listed  in  my  catalogues!) 

If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  one  of  the  largest  catalogues  of 
obsolete  currency  available  anywhere,  please  send  two  dollars  for 
one  year's  subscription.  Each  issue  usually  contains  1000  to  1500  dif- 
ferent items,  which  may  range  in  price  from  $2  to  $2000  or  higher. 
There  is  always  something  for  everyone.  It  will  soon  be  available  on 
a bi-monthly  basis,  rather  than  quarterly. 

THIS  MONTH'S  SPECIALS  (Non-Obsolete,  That  Is!) 

F40  $1  1923  LTN  (red  seal)  RadaR  note  S/N  131  Choice  AU/CU 

( Minor  Handling) $300.00 

F41  $2  1862  LTN  (greenback)  bright  AVG,  but  with  some  pieces 
missing  - Filler $32.00 

Interesting  lot  of  Fractional  Currency  SPECIMENS  removed  from  a 
shield  (thus  all  have  glue  on  reverse,  some  with  paper,  tears,  or  small 
corners  missing).  Still  quite  scarce.  -FI 236/38  SP  'all  three  pieces 
(front  and  two  backs),  F1244  SP  (front  and  back),  FI 314  SP  (front 
and  back  - available  as  specimen  only!),  and  F1358  SP  (front  and 
back)  - a total  of  nine  pieces,  each  with  the  word  "SPECIMEN"  print- 
ed in  bronze  on  reverse  of  paper Only  $165.00  lot 

Several  other  Type  fractionals  are  available  in  AU  or  CU 

Priced  from  $25  to  $85  each 

PAYING  $200  to  $300  for  RARE  Minnesota  Notes 
for  my  personal  collection  ($3's,  $10's  and  up) 

D,  SCOTT  SECOR 


tbs  Currency  Exchange 
P.0.  Box  326 

Ejflin  Minnesota 


Thone  (612)  757' 5878 

EVENINGS  AND  WEEKENDS 
Leave  a message  on  the  recorder,  please, 
if  I am  not  at  home  when  you  call. 


